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Hello, everyone. My name is Alicia Luna. I just wanted to start off by saying a huge congratulations to the Judson
Learning Academy Class of 2021! We did it! 

We all come to JLA for different reasons and with different experiences. One thing that many of us have in common is
that coming to JLA was not part of the original plan. JLA certainly wasn’t part of my original plan.

I had lived in San Antonio all of my life up until the summer before I started my junior year in 2017. After having a huge
falling out with my mom, I was sent to go live with my father in El Paso. I had met him maybe three or four times in my
entire life. Moving there turned my life upside down completely. There, I was, a junior in high school in an entirely new
city that was definitely not what I was used to. The students at the school had already formed their cliques of friendship
and I always felt like I did not belong. This, combined with the fact that I missed my family like crazy, sent me into a
depressive spiral. The depression got so bad that I ended up dropping out of school. 

My father was not equipped to support us both, so I picked up a job and started working full time. I was working the
overnight shifts from 10 pm to 8 am, 5 or 6 days out of the week. When I got off of work I would come home and shower
and sleep up until my next shift. I did this for months while still battling severe depression up until I met my current
boyfriend. He truly helped pull me out of a hole that seemed impossible to get out of. After about a year, I moved out of
my dad’s house and into an apartment with my boyfriend. I then ended up getting pregnant with my son. Apartment life
just ended up not being for us. We made the decision to pack up and head to San Antonio. This was difficult for my
boyfriend because his entire life was in El Paso, but San Antonio offered us new beginnings and adventures with the
comfort of being with my family. 

After moving to San Antonio and having my son, I decided that it was time to get my life back on track. Not completing
high school was such a constant weight on my chest and I always felt so guilty and embarrassed about it.  After
researching GED programs, I stumbled upon Judson Learning Academy. I figured that getting a high school diploma
would be my best option compared to just getting my GED. So, I proceeded to enroll at JLA. My experience at JLA was
nothing but great. The teachers and staff push you to do your absolute best and want to see you succeed more than
anything. I felt supported and motivated my entire time there. After a few months, I was able to finish up my classes and
be done! It was truly a great feeling. At one point I had thought that I would never be able to get a high school diploma,
and to finally have that in my reach felt amazing. I was finally on the path that I needed to be on. 



Getting my high school diploma now made college possible. I applied to Northeast Lakeview College as soon as I was done
with my classes. I have always had a dream of becoming a nurse and now I was able to start taking steps to accomplish that
dream. I am now a full-time student at Northeast Lakeview College. I plan on getting all of my basics done there and then
hopefully be able to transfer to the UT Health San Antonio School of Nursing to get my bachelor’s degree in a little less than
two years. Graduating from JLA has opened so many doors for me. Without this awesome program, I would definitely not
be where I am today. I am now able to go on to further my education and hopefully be able to have my dream career as a
nurse for a hospital. Having this career will allow me to give my family and son the best life possible. That long-term goal
will continue to help motivate me on my journey. 

I have had many obstacles that I have had to overcome, but I am here to say that no matter how impossible it seems, you
are able to conquer anything that you put your mind to. Now that we have achieved one of the major accomplishments in
life, the world is full of endless opportunities. Whatever you put your mind to, you can do! 

Congratulations class of 2021! I wish you all nothing but success in your future endeavors!

 Thank you!

HAILEY RADCLIFF
SYF 4-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Good afternoon, everyone. What a great day it is to be graduating!

I found myself lost on what to say today, not because there’s nothing to speak of, but because so much has happened this
past year. In 365 days, we experienced a global pandemic, a presidential election, protests, quarantine birthdays, and now
graduation. I never thought I would be graduating a year early, let alone standing here today surrounded by masks and
socially distanced seating. Although our lives have been chaotic and full of missed opportunities, it’s finally time to reflect
on our accomplishments and turn our attention to the world ahead. Life is waiting for us, calling our names, and it is now
our responsibility to leave our imprint on society. Yes, I know how unreachable that may seem, “leaving an imprint,” but a
simple act like holding the door for someone or speaking up for what you believe in will be the fuel to a better future. I
encourage you to look at the bigger picture and realize that we are the next generation to vote, speak out, lead, and create
change.

I’m here today to tell you I am proud of you, that all those early mornings, and long days full of homework and overly
complicated assignments were all worth it. I know it hasn’t been easy, and some of you had to overcome obstacles that at
one time seemed impossible. I know there have been days where school seemed like a bothersome chore that only fueled
the challenges occurring, but honestly it all just makes days like today so much more rewarding. Now I am not going to
stand here and tell you you’ve made it because we all know we have only dipped our toes into a much larger pool than we
could ever imagine; a pool that is also full of joy, success, and possibility. I hope each one of you can take a step back today,
and not only see how worthy you are, but how capable you are of accomplishing your dreams. 
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We all experienced much this past year, where our lives were being tossed and turned, leaving the future unknown. For
me, control has always been extremely important, so truthfully, I really struggled. I wasn’t able to make choices for
myself like I was always used to. COVID took away the joy I was given, from spending time with my friends, going out,
and living whatever life I wanted. With these extra differences, it made school overly challenging, especially after
experiencing virtual learning. The idea of sitting at a computer waiting around for who knows what, made me feel like I
was wasting away precious time. Now, I know we all have our own opinions, but school became this mentally draining
responsibility that was holding me back, especially without seeing my friends. Therefore, I made the decision to cut it
all short and join Judson Learning Academy. This choice was not easy, considering the possibility that I was stripping
myself of normality, but I can tell you being here, having this freedom brings an indescribable joy. JLA gave me my
control back and overwhelmed me with excitement for the future. I was given a fresh start, meeting people who cared
deeply for my education and believed I could conquer anything I set my mind to. 

Now that I’m standing here looking back at everything that has happened in these many, many years going to school, I
feel so proud. Looking at you all, I see so much power and possibility. The education system we have had at our
fingertips is breathtaking, and I will be forever grateful for the impact it has had on my growth as an individual. I am
grateful for the teachers and faculty that have given their time for us. I am grateful that each one of you are here today
to celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime moment. 

I guess it’s finally time to say our goodbyes to life as high-schoolers, and begin the journey of becoming adults. I know,
kind of scary, but it also sounds like a kick start to beautiful memories and unforgettable adventures. It’s time to let go
of any past mistakes or regrets and allow yourself to grow. There are many choices to be made and questions being
asked about our plans and lives. College? What career will you have? How will you pay for it? Which are all valid
questions to ask, but I promise it’s okay to not know all the answers. Just continue to be yourself and remember to take
one moment at a time. You are your own person and life will throw many lessons and curveballs your way, but how you
allow them to affect you is what really matters. Embrace your youth because life is as endless as you make it. Today is
your day. I am beyond proud of all of us for being here today. If we can make it this far, who knows what else is possible!

Congratulations to the class of 2021! Thank you.
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